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Israeli opinion has beta so lUwtd by ths mnrdsr of 11 


Israelis is the Xsgsv desert os 17 March that extremist els- 


meats i aside and outside the gereraawnt are latsaslfyiag their 


prssaurs oa Prime Violator Bharett to take forceful action 


against the Arab states. 

Bharett, a moderate ia his dealings with the Arab states, 
will resist any effort to initiate major hostilities against 
either Jordan or Syria. Be may he compelled, however, to adopt 
a more warlike posters or face possible resignation if he falls 
to obtain strong International action against the Arabs. 

Sharett has already made some concessions to extremist 
pressure. Be accused Jordan of official responsibility for 
the massacre oa 17 March, even though there is no evidence from 
what country the murderers came. The abrupt departure on 23 
March of the Israeli member of the Israeli -Jordan Mixed Armis- 


tice Commission, following 


outhurft against the American 


chairman for failure to support Israeli accusation 
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Jordan, reflects the present desperate mood of Israeli circles 

who see the country increasingly isolated is world affairs. 

Iasi sent American arss aid to Iraq, as well as possible 
j ra qi participation in the Turkish -Pakistani arrangement , is 
seen by Israel as strengthening its bitterest enemies. Western 
coolness toward a WS resolntion criticising Egypt * s interfer- 
ence with Israeli-bound shipping through the Sues Canal , is 
wiewed as appeasement of the Arabs at Israel’s expense. The 
overthrow of Shishakli in Syria is believed to open the way 
for an Iraqi-Syrian union, which is probably more feared by 
Israel than nay other political possibility in the area. 

The episode of 17 larch is seen as an Arab crime proving 
the futility of Israeli moderation rather than Just another 
incident in the si* years of armistice violations by the Arabs 
According to the American chargd in Tel Aviv, Israel is basic- 
ally divided between the policy of forcefully demonstrating 
its determination to defend itself and tbs policy of restraint 
publicly enunciated by Sharett ou IS larch. 


Approved For Release 2002/0: 


:00890A000200050023-5 



Approved For Release 2002/j 


25X6 


81 ™—. 

fl8«« , TciA-RDP79R00890A000200050023-5 
eplif ob this Ittfftties extends into the governaent. 


Minteter of Defease Lavon, chief of staff Dayao, and ex~pri«e 
ainister bob &urioa, who retains strong influence, are encour- 25X6 


aged hy the popular seed to take forceful action. 





la the face of such seetiBeBt, Sharett demads strong 


American and SI ooadeBaa t i oa of Jordan and prewar# oa J or dan 


to agree to high-level amis t ice discussions. Sharett '« posi- 


tioii with the public and within his own party nay he detemined 
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Ob tbe other bawl, if Share tt ebteiu froa the vast the 
kiwi of support be mats, the Arab states *111. be further o«r> 
winced of a pro- Israeli bias la tbs Seat. The? will be eoo 
final It their fear of Israeli expane ionise «al may feel forced 
to express tbeir hostility to Israel by acts of terrorise and 
increased economic carfare. 

The present dilesea ie likely to tax to the utmost tbo 
ability of the Vest to maintain tbo tenuous armistice arrange- 
ments, which would bare broken down long ago if tbe Vest bad 
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not continually intervened. 


Am erican consul general Tyler in Jerusalem- reports that 


«tbe whole area is more tense than at probably any tine for 


the past three years awaiting the next Israeli wove . ** 
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